
Relevant Statutes 
 
Set out below are some of the most common statutory provisions that enable the 
enforced sale procedure to be used (there are others too). 
 

Statute  
What notice is 
used for  

Type of 
charge  

Comments 

Section 4 
Prevention of 
Damage by 
Pests Act 
1949 

Requiring land to 
be kept free of 
rats and mice 

On the 
premises and 
on all estates 
and interests 
therein 

Charge arises from 
date of completion 
of work. 
Reasonable 
interest can be 
claimed from date 
of service of 
demand for costs. 

Section 79 
Building Act 
1984  

Requiring works 
to remedy ruinous 
and dilapidated 
buildings and 
neglected sites 

On the 
premises and 
on all estates 
and interests 
therein 

Charge arises from 
date of completion 
of work. 
Reasonable 
interest can be 
claimed from date 
of service of 
demand for costs. 

Section 80 
Environmental 
Protection Act 
1990 

 Requiring 
abatement of 
statutory nuisance 

On the 
premises 

Charge arises 21 
days after service 
of demand under 
s81A (unless an 
appeal is made 
against the notice, 
when the period is 
extended). 
Reasonable 
interest can be 
claimed. 

Section 215 
Town and 
Country 
Planning Act 
1990 

Requiring steps to 
be taken for the 
purpose of 
remedying the 
adverse effect on 
amenity caused 

Binding on 
successive 
owners of the 
land 

Charge arises from 
date of completion 
of the works. 



by detrimental 
condition of land 
and buildings 

Sections 11 
and 12 
Housing Act 
2006 

Requiring the 
taking of action to 
deal with category 
1 or 2 hazards in 
residential 
premises 

On the 
premises 

Charge arises 21 
days after service 
of demand (unless 
an appeal is made 
against the notice, 
when the period is 
extended). 
Reasonable 
interest can be 
claimed. 

 


